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Meetings held 
Second Monday 

of each  
month at 

North Mackay 
Bowls Club 

  

Next meeting 
7.30pm, 

Monday  

  14
th
 Sept 2009  

August  09  
 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual and not necessarily those of the Club. The Association cannot 
assume responsibility for the material presented by the magazine. Likewise we cannot guarantee or endorse any product offered 
through our advertising.   Club articles may be reproduced in other publications provided accreditation of the author and Mackay & 
District 4WD Club Inc. is noted. 

 

 

 

Affiliated with the  QLD  
ASSOCIATION  

of FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
CLUBS Inc.  

Member of the 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL  

 FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
COUNCIL  

 

mailto:enquiries@mackay4wdclub.com


           Page 2 

 

MACKAY & DISTRICT 4WD CLUB Inc.  ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS   (05-05-04) 
ACTIVITIES 

1) (a) The Trip Leader should remind all drivers before mov-
ing off, that convoy procedure should be followed. 
Participants on trips will obey the Trip Leaderôs instruc-
tions at all times regarding speed, position in convoy, 
convoy procedure and route to be taken on or off roads 
and tracks. 
The Trip Leaderôs instructions will not be deviated from 
except in the case of discussion by all members on the 
trip and a majority vote on the proposed deviation by 
those members present 

 Prior to the start of a trip, the Leader must: 

i. Arrange suitable rendezvous during the trip at 
which all vehicles stop.  These are based on ei-
ther time or distance. 

ii. Inform the driver of the last vehicle that he/she 
is the last vehicle in the convoy. 

iii. Check with drivers of vehicles that all basic es-
sential equipment is carried in or on each vehi-
cle.  Refer Clauses 4 and 5. 

iv. Check with drivers that any specially requested 
equipment is carried in or on vehicles. 

(b) The lead vehicle will stop at any turn-off or intersec-
tion at which doubt may exist as to the correct direc-
tion.  It will wait for the following vehicle before mov-
ing off in the correct direction.  Each successive ve-
hicle will then wait for the following vehicle before 
moving off.  By this means, all will follow the lead 
vehicle and a message can also be sent in both di-
rections along the convoy.  At other times it is the 
responsibility of any preceding vehicle to keep the 
vehicle following in sight. 

(c) No vehicle in convoy will pass another vehicle in 
convoy without the Trip Leaderôs instructions, unless 
under exceptional circumstances, whilst the convoy 
is moving. 

(d) When travelling in convoy on main roads, the dis-
tance between any vehicle should not be less than 
six (6) vehicle lengths, to assist overtaking traffic. 

(e) Avoid driving too close to the vehicle in front on bush 
tracks, where ratio changing and braking could be a 
problem. 

(f) Persons leaving Association convoy or group MUST 
notify the trip leader and if possible, give details of 
their intentions. 

2) No unofficial competitions or displays of ñFour wheel 
drivingò shall take place during Association trips without 
permission of Property Owner and/or Trip Leader.  [Refer 
Clause 1 (a) paragraph 3]. 

3) Vehicles must be registered, maintained and in a good 
roadworthy condition.  The Association reserves the right 
to demand a Safety Certificate from an authorized In-
spection Station designated by the Association, at the 
Memberôs expense. All drivers shall hold a current Driv-
ers License. 

4) Every 4WD vehicle on Association trips and/or 4WD ac-
tivity must be fitted with front and rear towing points. 

5) Every 4WD vehicle must carry basic recovery gear and 
First Aid Kit on Association activities. 

6) Permission must be obtained from property owners 

before travelling on their property. Permits required 
MUST BE OBTAINED for Forestry and National Parks.   

7) No animals will be brought on Association trips. 

8) Fuel tanks must be filled prior to the departure time of the 
trip. 

9) Fire-arms prohibited on all Association trips and activi-
ties. 

10) At Association functions, members are expected to follow 
verbal instructions and visual signs erected by the organ-
izers.  Association members are responsible for their visi-
tors. 

11) (a) Bushfire regulations shall be obeyed at all times.                       
(b) Camp and billy fires must be totally extinguished by 

water, and/or covered with earth. 

12) Before breaking camp members will clear the site of all 
litter and rubbish deposited during their stay, and carry it 
with them away from the camp area to a designated rub-
bish dump or receptacle. 

13) When crossing private property and crown land under 
lease, gates, clip-rails and property will be left as found, 
or as instructed by the Trip Leader.  Where gates are to 
be opened/closed, the first vehicle behind the Trip 
Leader will pull over and open the gate and after the 
convoy passes this vehicle will close same and fall into 
convoy in front of Tail End Charlie.  This rotation proce-
dure will be repeated for each gate open/closure. 

14) No member of the Association will at any time knowingly 
give information of any kind to any person, who is not a 
member of the Association, which may assist that person 
to gain access to areas which the Association visits on 
Association activities where those areas are ñoff the 
beaten trackò, or not general knowledge. 

15) The wearing of seatbelts is mandatory.  Riding on vehi-

cle bonnets and tailgates is prohibited. 

16)  (a) Fauna will not be disturbed.  Fishing excepted where 
permitted. 
(b) Flora of any description is not to be removed under 
any circumstances whilst on Association activities. 

17) Motorcycles to be excluded from attending Association 
outings and field days. Property owner has discretionary 
powers 

18) No person shall exceed the legal alcohol limit when driv-
ing in any Association activity.  Nor shall any person 
consume such alcohol while driving in any Association 
activity. 

19) Tracks and roads should not be deviated from. This is 
particularly relevant where Parthenium, Giant Rats 
Tail or other noxious weed is present. Where re-
quired by property owner, appropriate vehicle wash-
down shall take place.  Any damage caused to tracks 

and roads will be repaired where required and/or where 
practicable.  

20) It is mandatory for members of M&D4WDC, if when visit-
ing or traversing official club properties to pursue 4WD 
activity and on other than a current M&D4WDC event, to 
register their name and the date in the Activities Book. 

ADMINISTRATION 
1) Any elected Association Member is disallowed from hold-

ing the same Official Committee Member position, after 
having served three consecutive terms of office in that 
same role. 

2) The appointed Committee Member term extends to 6 
months overall, with the Assistant Committee Member 
whose term of 3 months is included in the 6 months term 
assumes voting rights after 3 months when the Commit-
tee Member retires and the new Assistant is appointed. 
 
Management Committee
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NORTH JACKLIN 
New Car Sales, Service & Spare Parts 

All under the same roof, now at 
49 Gordon Street 

 
 
 

 

Our Club Camp Ground is one the best asset our club has.  As a club we are continuing to im-
prove this site, and always have ongoing maintenance to do.   

Recently some of our trusty members have organ-
ised the following works. 

¶ Two truckloads of sleepers were dumped on 
site just inside main gate 

¶ These have now been shifted to a stock pile 
has been relocated adjacent to the camp oven 
pit  

¶ The tap has been repaired.  
¶ The old wood pile has been tidied up.  
¶ Fresh toilet paper and lime has been placed in 

toilets.  
¶ The full rubbish bags have been disposed of. 

 

Thank-you to all club members who put their valued time and efforts into 
making this ñplayò ground such a wonderful place.
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General Meeting held at North Mackay 
Bowls Club on 10th August. 
 
Meeting opened at: - 7.35pm by  president 
Steve Johnson 
 
ATTENDANCE:  As per the attendance book. 

 
APOLOGIES:    Errol Younger, Sandi, Geoff 
Moreland & Peter Takagaki. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Nil   
 
Visitors:  Marie Ferguson & Vanessa Ladewig 
 
Previous Minutes: 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the previous  
General Meeting on Monday 13.07.09 is con-
firmed as per magazine. 
 
Moved by Alan; Seconded by Dave C.  
Carried by All. 
 
Secretary for Correspondence:   

Inwards:- 

1. Email from John  Symons & Sally Bowden 
re not joining club this year as they will be 
travelling around Aust. 

2. Email from Chris Gillies about rejoining 
club in ó09 

3. Email from John & Katherine Mian re join-
ing club 

4. Email from Michelle Jackson re joining club 
5. Email from Ian & Vanessa Ladewig re join-

ing club 
6. Email from Brendan & Shelley Horner re 

joining club 
7. Aust Post Statement 
8. Request from Cancer Council to donate 
9. Copy of July meeting minutes from 4WD 

QLD club 
10. Flyer on QLD Off Rd Racing event to be 

held 22-23rd Aug at Retreat Stn. 

11. Numerous flyers & junk mail 
 

 
Outwards:- 

1. Email to Chris & Kirsten Gillies regarding 
rejoining club, ie meeting dates, fees etc. 

2. Article to midweek re club activities & in-
formation 

3. Article to Midweek on Club Awards night 
4. Reply to Jon & Sally asking for trip updates 

& inviting to rejoin club on their return to 
Mky. 

5. Reply to Chris & Kirsten Gillies regarding 
rejoining club, ie meeting dates, fees etc. 

6. Reply to John & Katherine Mian 
7. Reply to Michelle Jackson 
8. Reply to Ian & Vanessa Ladewig 
9. Reply to Brendan & Shelley Horner 

 
 

The Secretary moved that the Incoming  
correspondence be received and the Outgoing 
correspondence be confirmed. 
Moved by Alan:  Seconded by Dave C:    
Carried by All. 
 
Business arising:   Nil 
 
Treasurers Report:  

Treasurer Fay read details of report 
Opening Balance  $ 4256.75  
Total deposits  $    875.80   
Total withdrawals  $    130.13 
Closing Balance  $  5002.42 
 
Business arising from the treasurerôs  
report:      Nil 
 
Moved by Fay:  Seconded by Jeanette VK:   
Carried by All 
 
Committee Meeting Business 
 
The Secretary gave a synopsis of the Commit-
tee meeting held on Wednesday night 5th Au-
gust. 
 
1. Discussed the AGM for Monday night. Who 
has been nominated. Donôt forget to bring a 
plate. 

2. Prices for Stubby Coolers. Worked out to 
aprox  $3 - $4 each. 

3. Club stickers round - $4.00, and wind-
screen ones are $20.00 
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Club Membership Fees 
Overdue 
$65.00 

 

 

General:  

1. 2 truckloads of sleepers have been 
dropped at club campgrounds (near en-
trance). Jim McNichol & a crew to go to 
campgrounds on 12/08 to relocate sleep-
ers. 

2. Club members have carried out a general 
tidy up of around camping area & made re-
pairs to plumbing. 

3. Call from Errol Younger regarding fixing 
road to shed prior to sporting wheelies 
weekend. 

4. Invitation to all to participate / assit with 
sporting wheelies weekend. 

5. Club camera has been found. 
6. Additional SD card & lead donated to club. 
7. A ñsign-outò book to be put into use for the 

club camera to keep track of it. 
8. Mal M. has made a new range of club 

stickers, available for sale. 
9. Stubby coolers to be mad up with club logo 

(should be by Sept meeting) 
10. Call for volunteers to act as flag marshals 

for Retreat Stn Off Rd racing weekend. 
11. Remote control car won by Tracey Turner. 
12. Cape York Trip BBQ at Staggyôs this week 
end. ñMad Caperôsò. 

13. Club windscreen stickers available are 
$20.00 and New round logo stickers are 
$4.00. 

14. Stubbie coolers will be aprox $4 - $5.00 
each. 

15. More hats have been ordered. $20 each 
16. Near new springs & shocks to suit6 GU Pa-

trol to give away ï see Jim McNichol 
17. Info for Sept mag to go to Nita Moreland 

who will be editing magazine while Michelle 
J is away. 
 

Activities Coordinator:  

Past activities ï 
 
1. Club campground weekend, 4 members 

(incl. 2 new members) attended along with 
2 visitors. Three driver awareness sessions 
were run.(Jeff & Karen Bailey + Rick, all 
passed) 

2. Info night at the Turner / Stagg residence 
for upcoming ñMAD CAPERSò cape trip. 

3. Horse Creek trip report given by Nita M. 
 
Proposed Future Trips:   
As per handout 
 
1. 15th & 16th Aug Carmila Beach trip. 

2. 22nd ï 23rd Aug Jaxault / Cathu trip 
3. 22nd ï 23rd Aug Retreat Stn race weekend 
4. 30th Aug  Bulldozer Hill day trip recce. 
5. 5th ï 6th Sept Eungella Dam trip (MOW) 
6. 13th Sept. Captains Crossing / Dagwood 

Range day trip 
7. 19th ï 20th Sept Diggings & Hazelwood 

Gorge trip (incl Mt Adda poss.) 
8. 26th ï 27th Sept. Camp Oven Cookout ï 

Sporting Wheelies at Club Campground 
 

Fines:  
 
1. Michael ï for yelling at the kids while his 2 

way radio was on / transmitting. 
2. Jeff & Karen for bending sidesteps (believ-
ing advice from trip leader that ñall is OKò 
when going through obstacles. 

3. Nita M. for chatting away on unknown 
channel (not club channel 29) & then telling 
everyone about it. 

4. Bruce ï for also being guilty of transmitting 
on wrong channel. 

 
 
Driver Awareness Officer:     Nil 
 
Voted In:      Ian & Vanessa Ladewig 
 
RAFFLE:  
 
Congratulations to:- 
   1st prize    Rateesh ï Light 
   2nd prize   Staggy ï Food warmer / server 
 
Next Committee Meeting on 9th Sept  @ 0730 ï 
Fay & Terryôs residence. 
Next General Meeting on 14th Sept 09 
 
Meeting Closed:  8.30 pm 
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Cough, cough, whatôs this????  Donôt tell me 
that my owners are going to take me 4WDing 
again.  Ooohhhh how I have missed it.  Iôve 
been dusted off even though I still have a few 
cob webs about ï but Iôll do ï yippy!!       Off 
into the open spaces instead of day after day in 
that shed.  My name is ñNot driven enough 
Nissanò.  Registered to Geoff and Nita.    
 
I sat there the night before just trembling in an-
ticipating of a day out.... hope they werenôt go-
ing to cancel.  But just after daylight the shed 
door opens, YES ï I was going to enjoy my 
day.  Hope I donôt break a spring or anything or 
I may be locked up again to have more cob 
webs settle on me.   
 
I was roaring to go and you bet.....I was first at 
that meeting spot.  I sat there with my bull bar 
facing out just waiting for others to join us.   
 
Next to arrive was this fancy looking Jeep.  We 
introduced ourselves ï his name was ñJeep 
Soldò.  A sad faced fellow ï fearing that his 
new owners may never take him 4WDing again.  
But today was a last farewell trip ï and he was 
going to make sure the crew on board were go-
ing to enjoy themselves.  Driver Michael, pas-
sengers David, and Michaelôs two boys. 
 
Come on.... come on.... almost blast off time 
and no trip leader...... where was he?..... Here 
he comes..... WOW look at all those fancy 
trimmings on this one.  A Nissan of course.  Led 
lights for reversers too ï flash, flash.  Owner 
Bruce was running late. (something to do with a 
foggy head)   The vehicle introduced himself as 
ñFearless Fourbyò.  He will have to live up to 
that now wont he. 
 
Come on... come on... paper work!!! Come on 
Geoff and Nita ï letôs get going.   
 
I have the wind to catch in my snorkel... 
dust to collect in the vents and doors.... 
and mud....  
oh I hope there is some MUD today. 
 
Off at last ï to the pub of all places.  What 
4WDing can we do at a pub?  Oh...I see... more 
4WDerôs to meet.  New to the club too.    

 
Hi everyone.  There was ñMuch Travelled 
Toyotaò driven by Geoff and Karen and ñBig 
Redò driven by Rick.  Thatôs it, I said, still just 
itchenô to get going - stop yappinô ï lets hit the 
road.... 
 
Off we go... wind blowing through my bull bar 
and around my curves, ...this is livinô...  Good-
bye cobwebs ï hello freedom.  We hit the dirt 
and a BIG breath ïdonôt you just love the smell 
of dust sucking in your snorkel.  Nothing better.   
...this is livinô...   
 
Morning tea ï time to let you into a little secret 
for traversing rough terrain at slow speed.   It 
goes like this   
   Pppiiiisssssss 
    pppppiiiiiissssssssssssss.  
 
 
 

 
 
There was a bit of conversation about the right 
track to take here and there ï but, who cares.  
Who needs much of a track.  This is livinô.   
We could see that there had been plenty of mo-
tor bikes in this country.  Will have to look out 
for those pesty little blighters, they are likely to 
buzz around a corner and clean up the spotties.   
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But... as luck would have it the track was in 
prime condition.  Just take a look at the follow-
ing photos. 
 

 
First stop - whatôs this ï ñFearless Fourbyò 
wants to try out one of the side tracks.  Just a 
small gradient ï my estimation about 500 to 600.    
 
Want to know what was the best trick at this 
spot ï watching all those drivers huff and puff 
and huff and puff and puff some more as they 
ñWALKEDò up the hill.  Why?  They are all over 
weight.  Why would they want to do that hill 
climb on foot when they have us trusty 4DWôs 
down here just licking our lips ready to give it a 
go?  Through lots, of pants and puffs after they 
came back, I discovered they were looking after 
us ñ4WDò types.  Didnôt want us to charge over 
the top and hit a tree head on or worse still hur-
tle down a cliff face on the other side.  Thought-
ful fellows arenôt they ï but come on... come 
on.... letôs have a go. 

 
ñFearless Fourbyò just pranced up the hill in 
fine style.  Got a little stage fright as he poked 
his nose over the edge to come back down.  

Wasnôt quite sure where his black 
rubber boots were, but never fear 
Bruce Almighty was driving and 
steered ñFearless Fourbyò over the 
edge and back down to where the 
rest of us were waiting....  come 
on..... come on.... whoôs turn next.   
 
...this is livinô...   
 
We all had a go.  Everyone made it 
some easier than others. 
 
ñBig Redò.  This red Nissan was not 
all it was labelled to be ï there was a 
ñnot so Nissanò burble coming from 
under the bonnet.  Iôll have to get my 
spy Geoff out to ask some questions.  

This vehicle meant business ï Rick had taken 
the worn Nissan engine and replaced it with a 
V8 Chev.  Now we were talking.  Letôs see how 
many rocks ñBig Redò can throw as he powers 
up the hill.  Ready, set, go.... go....  go.....  I said 
GGGOOOO.....     
 
What a disappointment.  Nissans like a show ï 
but no showmanship at all.  It just crawled up 
the hill.   Rick didnôt even give it a chance to 
show off its mighty power.  Just crawled up and 
crawled back down.  Piece of cake.  To all our 
drivers this was very impressive, but to us that 
wear the big black rubber boots, we need to 
see the rocks fly, the engine roar, you know ï 
that sort of stuff.  
 

 


