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MACKAY & DISTRICT 4WD CLUB Inc.  ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS   (05-05-04) 
 

ACTIVITIES 
1) (a) The Trip Leader should remind all drivers before moving 

off, that convoy procedure should be followed. 
Participants on trips will obey the Trip Leaderôs instructions at 
all times regarding speed, position in convoy, convoy proce-
dure and route to be taken on or off roads and tracks. 
The Trip Leaderôs instructions will not be deviated from except 
in the case of discussion by all members on the trip and a ma-
jority vote on the proposed deviation by those members pre-
sent 

 Prior to the start of a trip, the Leader must: 

i. Arrange suitable rendezvous during the trip at which 
all vehicles stop.  These are based on either time or 
distance. 

ii. Inform the driver of the last vehicle that he/she is the 
last vehicle in the convoy. 

iii. Check with drivers of vehicles that all basic essential 
equipment is carried in or on each vehicle.  Refer 
Clauses 4 and 5. 

iv. Check with drivers that any specially requested 
equipment is carried in or on vehicles. 

(b) The lead vehicle will stop at any turn-off or intersection at 
which doubt may exist as to the correct direction.  It will 
wait for the following vehicle before moving off in the cor-
rect direction.  Each successive vehicle will then wait for 
the following vehicle before moving off.  By this means, all 
will follow the lead vehicle and a message can also be 
sent in both directions along the convoy.  At other times it 
is the responsibility of any preceding vehicle to keep the 
vehicle following in sight. 

(c) No vehicle in convoy will pass another vehicle in convoy 
without the Trip Leaderôs instructions, unless under ex-
ceptional circumstances, whilst the convoy is moving. 

(d) When travelling in convoy on main roads, the distance 
between any vehicle should not be less than six (6) vehi-
cle lengths, to assist overtaking traffic. 

(e) Avoid driving too close to the vehicle in front on bush 
tracks, where ratio changing and braking could be a prob-
lem. 

(f) Persons leaving Association convoy or group MUST no-
tify the trip leader and if possible, give details of their in-
tentions. 

2) No unofficial competitions or displays of ñFour wheel drivingò 
shall take place during Association trips without permission of 
Property Owner and/or Trip Leader.  [Refer Clause 1 (a) para-
graph 3]. 

3) Vehicles must be registered, maintained and in a good road-
worthy condition.  The Association reserves the right to de-
mand a Safety Certificate from an authorized Inspection Sta-
tion designated by the Association, at the Memberôs expense. 
All drivers shall hold a current Drivers License. 

4) Every 4WD vehicle on Association trips and/or 4WD activity 
must be fitted with front and rear towing points. 

5) Every 4WD vehicle must carry basic recovery gear and First 
Aid Kit on Association activities. 

6) Permission must be obtained from property owners be-
fore travelling on their property. Permits required MUST BE 
OBTAINED for Forestry and National Parks.   

7) No animals will be brought on Association trips. 

8) Fuel tanks must be filled prior to the departure time of the trip. 

9) Fire-arms prohibited on all Association trips and activities. 

10) At Association functions, members are expected to follow ver-
bal instructions and visual signs erected by the organizers.  
Association members are responsible for their visitors. 

11) (a) Bushfire regulations shall be obeyed at all times.                       
(b) Camp and billy fires must be totally extinguished by water, 

and/or covered with earth. 

12) Before breaking camp members will clear the site of all litter 
and rubbish deposited during their stay, and carry it with them 
away from the camp area to a designated rubbish dump or re-
ceptacle. 

13) When crossing private property and crown land under lease, 
gates, clip-rails and property will be left as found, or as in-
structed by the Trip Leader.  Where gates are to be 
opened/closed, the first vehicle behind the Trip Leader will pull 
over and open the gate and after the convoy passes this vehi-
cle will close same and fall into convoy in front of Tail End 
Charlie.  This rotation procedure will be repeated for each gate 
open/closure. 

14) No member of the Association will at any time knowingly give 
information of any kind to any person, who is not a member of 
the Association, which may assist that person to gain access 
to areas which the Association visits on Association activities 
where those areas are ñoff the beaten trackò, or not general 
knowledge. 

15) The wearing of seatbelts is mandatory.  Riding on vehicle 
bonnets and tailgates is prohibited. 

16)  (a) Fauna will not be disturbed.  Fishing excepted where per-
mitted. 
(b) Flora of any description is not to be removed under any cir-
cumstances whilst on Association activities. 

17) Motorcycles to be excluded from attending Association outings 
and field days. Property owner has discretionary powers 

18) No person shall exceed the legal alcohol limit when driving in 
any Association activity.  Nor shall any person consume such 
alcohol while driving in any Association activity. 

19) Tracks and roads should not be deviated from. This is par-
ticularly relevant where Parthenium, Giant Rats Tail or 
other noxious weed is present. Where required by prop-
erty owner, appropriate vehicle washdown shall take 
place.  Any damage caused to tracks and roads will be re-
paired where required and/or where practicable.  

20) It is mandatory for members of M&D4WDC, if when visiting or 
traversing official club properties to pursue 4WD activity and 
on other than a current M&D4WDC event, to register their 
name and the date in the Activities Book. 

ADMINISTRATION 
1) Any elected Association Member is disallowed from holding 

the same Official Committee Member position, after having 
served three consecutive terms of office in that same role. 

2) The appointed Committee Member term extends to 6 months 
overall, with the Assistant Committee Member whose term of 3 
months is included in the 6 months term assumes voting rights 
after 3 months when the Committee Member retires and the 
new Assistant is appointed. 

Management Committee
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MINUTES OF GENERAL  MEETING  

 

GENERAL MEETING held at North 
Mackay Bowls Club on 11h February. 

MEETING OPENED: - at  7.40pm  by 

President  Terry Devery. 

 

ATTENDANCE: -  

As per the attendance book. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS:-  Brent and Justin 

from Creek to Coast Marine (Opposite Lock) 

 

VISITOR :-  Dan Stampa 

 

APOLOGIES: -  Geoff Spratt, Ted Springis, 

Laurie and Pam Faux and Lorraine Naylor. 

     

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEE T-

ING: -  Secretary 

Resolved that the minutes of the previous 

General Meeting on Monday  10/12/07, be 

confirmed as per magazine. 

(Moved;  Mal    Seconded;  Jumbo                        

Carried;   All) 

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MI N-

UTES:-     Nil  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Inwards:- 

 

1.  Mackay Landrover Club News for Dec 2007 
and Jan 2008. 

2.  Minutes of meetings from QLD Assoc of Four 
Wheel Drive Clubs for Nov 2007 and Jan 08. 

3.  The Official Journal of the Toyota Landcruiser 
Club QLD for Nov- Dec 2007. 

4.  Traction Action 4wd Clubôs Nov and Dec 
magazines. 

5.  Letter from Mackay City Council asking for 
changes to our Clubs information to update 
their Community Information Directory. 

6.  5 x Event Guides for the 4wd Corroboree at 
Pomona on May 3 ï 5, 2008.   

7.  3 x Invoices from Aust Post. 

8. 2 x Statements from Aust Post. 

 

9. Statement from Commonwealth Bank. 

10.  Invoice from NQBE. 

11.  A receipt and letter of appreciation from The 
Cancer Council for the donation to their char-
ity. 

12. Return to sender letter. re. A Christmas letter 
sent to A.B.Turner, (property owner). Address 
unknown or owner has left that address. 

13.  Junk Mail. 

14.  Statement from N.Q.B.E 

15.  Restorers catalogue. 

 

Outwards 

 

1. Card and Floral tribute to Jim, Joyce and 

Joyce Senior. 

 

The Secretary moved that the Incoming Cor-

respondence be received and the Outgoing 

Correspondence be confirmed.  

(Moved; Terry Seconded; Jumbo Carried; 

All)  

TREASURERS REPORT:-   

Treasurer Derek  read details of report.     

Opening Balance $ 5448.00 

Total deposits  $  411.50 

Total withdrawals $  840.45 

Closing Balance $ 5019.05 Dec 

Closing Balance $ 5014.05 Jan  

  

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM  

TREASUERS REPORT: -   Nil.  

   

 Moved:  Derek Seconded:  Michelle    

Carried:  All  

 

COMMITTEE MEETING BUSINESS: -                                                 

The Secretary gave a synopsis of the meeting 

held on Wednesday 6
th
 November at  

The Naylor Residence. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS  

 
1.  A meeting was held at Terry Deveryôs 

residence on Saturday afternoon with 

Graeme Ransley to discuss our future 

Driver Awareness. Thanks to the 11 peo-

ple who gave up their Saturday afternoon 

to come along. 

2.  Please continue to send in your Trip Re-

ports, articles, photos etc for the Maga-

zine to Michelle to make her job easier. 

3.  Please be aware that our Trip Organiser is 

having heaps of trouble trying to organize 

trips in this weather. 

4.  We require a new committee member for 

the next 3 months. Ian has volunteered. 

5.  Tickets are on sale for the UHF radio and 

Antenna raffle donated by Nixon Com-

munication per David Christensen. To be 

drawn at AGM. 

6.  Arthur and Lorraine are leaving for a 

couple of monthôs holiday.  Volunteer re-

quired distributing club brochures.  

Thanks Jumbo.  More brochures required 

please Tracey. 

7.  There is a letter on each table regarding 

the new owners of Tyre Power requiring 

staff. Could you please contact them di-

rectly? 

8.  Committee meeting venue? Thanks Rob. 

 
Any other general business:- 

 

1. We want to know more about the Plasma 

Winch from Creek to Coast. 

 

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR : -   Kelvin             

spoke on Reports, Stories & Fines Session.  

Trip Reports 

 

1. Christmas lights had some navigational 

problems. And McDonaldôs was closed at 

the end of the night which spoiled the 

idea of ending the trip with a coffee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  David Christensenôs reported on Eungella 

Dam on Australia Day Long weekend. 

All participants enjoyed the drive on 

Sunday. Lots of water in the Hazelwood 

Gorge and the Diggings was fun. Plenty 

of boats for towing the kids (big and 

small), swimming, and some were very 

sunburnt by the end of the long weekend. 
 

Fines 

1.  Kelvin and Natalie lost their pants in the 

water. 

2.  Wendy busted Kelvinôs floating tyre 

tube. 

 

Future Trips: -  See Activity Calendar. 
 

Suggestion for future trip ï Bushwalk at 

Hazelwood Gorge, down to the bottom. 
 

Insurance Officer Report:- 

1.  Make all members aware that our ñClubò 

insurance covers the Committee and Club 

Members against any damage that a 

member may cause to the Landholders 

property whilst on a club trip. ie A fire, 

personal injury claim against the Land-

holder etc. 

2.  Each member has the responsibility to 

ensure that they have a registered vehicle 

which includes their Compulsory Third 

Party Insurance to provide coverage, 

should their passenger become injured. 

3.  Each member should have Comprehen-

sive Insurance to cover any damage done 

to their vehicle, while on a trip. This in-

surance should be adequate while on a 

ñpropertyò road and while not involved in 

competition races, etc. 

4.  It would be for your own benefit to check 

with your own particular Insurance Com-

pany as to their definition of a country 

road. 

5.  Rob is investigating a walk trip, through 

certain areas for the future. People would 

require ñPersonal Injury Insuranceò to 

have coverage while on these activities, 

the same as if you were out fishing on 

your own behalf on any week end. 

       4WD Association Insurance. NCIS. 

South Australia. 
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New Members to be introduced and appli-

cations to be voted on:- 

1. Dan Stampa  Voted In. 

 

Guest Speakers:-     

Brent and Justin from Creek to Coast Marine  

(Opposite Lock)  10-15% off  items at store 

for club members. 
 

Raffle: - Congratulations to- 

1
st
 Prize -  Ian McDonald ï 4WD Book  

2
nd

 Prize ï Jim McNicoll ï UFO Touch Light. 

 

Next General Meeting on 10/03/08 

Next Committee Meeting on 05/03/08 at 

Robôs residence. 

MEETING CLOSED: -     8.50pm by Presi-

dent Terry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members 
Activities Co-ordinator  Kelvin 

Treasurer   Derek 

President   Terry  

Secretaries   Arthur   

    Malina 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPOSITE LOCK 
Presenters Justin and Brent 

Quote of the night by Jim: 

ñIôll sit down and rest my brainsò 
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Established over 25 years ago, Opposite Lock is an  
Australia-wide chain of 4WD specialist accessory 
stores owned and operated by genuine 4WD  

                                      enthusiasts. 

 

Justin and Trent spoke on some of the more 

 unusual items available ï  The Eco Billy and  

Jimmyôs Thunder Box. 

 

Opposite Lock can be found with Coast to Creek 

Marine,  27 Barnes Creek Road,  Cremorne. 

Ph  4061 8520             Fax  4944 1929 

Email:  justin.lea@coasttocreekmarine.com.au

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION ON FUTURE DRIVER AWARENESS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members participating were Rob, Kelvin, Natalie, Jim, Graeme, 

Bruce, Terry, Derek, Steve and Ian. 
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NORTH JACKLIN 
New Car Sales, Service & Spare Parts 

All under the same roof, now at 
49 Gordon Street 

 

 

 

CLUB  RAFFLE  

 

UHF 40 Channel 

Transceiver 

Radio & Antenna 

ICOM  

IC-400PRO 

 
Tickets available @ 

Treasurer Derekôs 

ble  $2.00/tkt 

Raffle to be drawn @ 

AGM  

 

Prize donated by 

David and Melissa Christensen 

Nixonôs Communications 
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Awards  
Night  

RECIPE by Natalie 

LAMINGTON  CHEESECAKE SLICE 
 

PREP. TIME 30 MINUTES                   SERVES 10 

 
INGREDIENTS 

 
18 Lamington Fingers 
¼ cup moist coconut 

FILLING 
 

240g block white eating chocolate, chopped 
300ml tub thickened cream 

1 teaspoon gelatine 
2 teaspoons cold water 

250 tub mascarpone cheese 
125g packet cream cheese 

½ cup caster sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

TOPPING 
 

250g block dark eating chocolate, chopped 
½ cup thickened cream 

 
METHOD 

 

1. Grease a 17cm x 27cm rectangular slice pan.  Line base and sides with baking paper extending 
paper 2cm up sides of pan. 

2. Lay lamington fingers, side by side, so that they cover base of prepared pan. 
3. To make filling, place chocolate and ½ cup of the cream in a heatproof bowl.  Sit bowl over a 

saucepan of simmering water, stir until chocolate is melted.  Remove bowl from heat.  Sprinkle 
gelatine over cold water in a small heatproof jug.  Stand jug in same pan of simmering water, stir 
until gelatine is dissolved.  Remove and stir into warm chocolate. 

4. Beat mascarpone, cream cheese, sugar and vanilla in small bowl with electric mixer until soft and 
creamy.  With motor operating, beat in chocolate mixture until combined.  Beat remaining cream in 
a small bowl until soft peaks form.  Fold cream into cheese mixture. 

5. Pour filling over lamington fingers.  Cover and refrigerate for several hours or overnight to set. 
6. To make topping, place chocolate and cream in a heatproof bowl.  Sit bowl over pan of simmering 

water, stir until chocolate is melted.  Remove from heat and refrigerate for 20 minutes or until 
slightly thickened. 

7. Lift slice from pan, pour over topping and spread to cover.  Sprinkle with coconut.  Refrigerate until 
set. 

8. Serve cut into squares. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

Wednesday   6th February 08  at  
The Johnsonôs Residence  
  
MEETING OPENED : - at 7pm by President 

Terry. 

ATTENDANCE : - Terry, Steve, Arthur, 

Derek,  Rob, Mal, Jeanette and Michelle. 

APOLOGIES: -  Kelvin .  

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEE T-

ING: - 

Resolved that the minutes of the previous 

Committee Meeting on 5
th
 December 07 was 

confirmed as per magazine. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MI N-

UTES:-    

Nil  

CORRESPONDENCE:-  

For period 10/12/07 to 6/2/08 

Inwards 

1. Mackay Landrover Club News for Dec 2007 and 
Jan 2008. 

2. Minutes of meetings from QLD Assoc of Four 
Wheel Drive Clubs for Nov 2007 and Jan 2008. 

3. The Official Journal of the Toyota Landcruiser 
Club QLD for Nov- Dec 2007. 

4. Traction Action 4WD Clubôs Nov and Dec maga-
zines 

5. Letter from Mackay City Council asking 

for changes to our Clubs information to up-

date their Community Information Directory. 

6. 5 x Event Guides for the 4wd Corroboree at 

Pomona on May 3-5 2008. 

7. 2 x Invoices from Australia Post 

8. 2 x Statements from Australia Post 

9. Statement from Commonwealth Bank 

10. Invoice from NQBE 

11. A receipt and letter of appreciation from 

The Cancer Council for the donation to 

their charity. 

12. Return to sender letter re: A Christmas let-

ter sent to A B Turner (property owner) . 

Address unknown or owner has left this ad-

dress. 

13. Junk Mail 

Outwards 

1. Card and Floral tribute sent to Jim, Joyce 

and Joyce Senior. 
 

TREASURERS REPORT:-   
 

Derek read details of report.   

Opening Balance $5448.00 

Total deposits  $  411.50 

Total withdrawals $  840.45 

Closing Balance $ 5019.05 
 

Accounts Passed for Payment 
 

1. Australia Post $ 62.62 

2. NQBE  $145.90 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:- 

1.  Several enquiries on the website re information 
        on the club.Terry replied to all with an invite to 

visit. 
2.  Flyer from David Metcalf re prices on Plasma 

Strand synthetic winch. 
3.  Letter from Peter Sumpter of the Sporting 

Wheelies advising the dates they would have 
available for a visit to our camp grounds in     
2008. Terry forwarded letter to Activities Director 
Kelvin for attention. 

4.  Flyer from organizers of the ñDirt and Dust Fes-
tivalò which is to be staged in Julia Creek ( near 
Mt Isa) on the 4 ï 6th April. 

5.  Discussion required on our future direction re-
garding our commitment to Driver Training. 
Terry to discuss items raised by Graeme      
Ransley and the progress the Landrover Club 
has made so far. 

6.  Terry has located our flyers in the Coast to 
Creek ( Opposite Lock) showroom at the Cre-
morne. Arthur and Lorraine usually  distribute 
these to all of our locations. They will be away 
for a couple of months soon. Volunteer needed 
to continue their placement  of brochures along 
with Terry. Locations:- ARB, Transit Tyres, 
Camping World, True Blue, Off Road Autos, 
Tackle World, TJM, Tyre  Power and Trailer 
Shop, Creek to Coast and BCF is still to be ad-
vised. 

7.   Tracey to be contacted as a further supply of 
brochures is needed with our thanks. We have 
approx. 50 left. 
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INSURANCE DEFINITIONS FOR CLUB MEMBERS.  

 

FURTHER TO THE REVISION OF OUR DRIVER AWARNESS PROGRAMME,  NOW IS PROBABLY A GOOD 

TIME TO ALSO OUTLINE TO MEMBERS THEIR VARIOUS INSURANCE IMPLICATIONS. THESE BASI-

CALLY FALL INTO 4 CATEGORIES. 

 

1. PUBLIC LIABILITY FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER.   WE ARE VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE LAND 

OWNERS WHO HAVE GRANTED PERMISSION FOR THE CLUB TO TRAVERSE THEIR PROPERTY. 

THE LAST THING WE WOULD THEN WISH ON THESE PEOPLE IS FOR THEM TO BE DISADVAN-

TAGED IF SOMEONE WAS INJURED OR THEIR PROPERTY WAS DAMAGED.   OUR 4WD CLUB 

THEREFORE PROVIDES PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE TO REIMBURSE THESE OWNERS, 

SHOULD ANY NEGLIGENCE BY A CLUB MEMBER OCCUR.  

2. THIRD PARTY INSURANCE.    EACH PERSON WHO REGISTERS THEIR VEHICLE WITH QUEEN-

SLAND TRANSPORT AUTOMATICALLY HAS CTP, COMPULSORY THIRD PARTY INSURANCE AP-

PLIED TO THEIR VEHICLE. THIS COVER IS TO INDEMINIFY THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE 

AGAINST ANY CLAIM FOR DAMAGES FROM A PASSENGER OR THIRD PARTY THAT YOU MAY 

INJURE.   THIS CTP INS DOES NOT COVER THE DRIVER AGAINST HIS OWN PERSONAL INJU-

RIES. 

3. COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE.   THIS IS TO COVER YOUR VEHICLE FOR ACCIDENT, FIRE, 

THEFT, ETC, AND TO COVER ANY OTHER VEHICLE THAT MAY BE INVOLVED. YOU MAY SE-

LECT óFULLô COMPREHENSIVE INS TO PROTECT BOTH VEHICLES, AND THIRD PARTY PROP-

ERTY INS, WHICH WILL ONLY COVER THE OTHER VEHICLE.   IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT 

EACH INSURANCE COMPANY MAY HAVE A DEFINITION OF WHAT THEY CONSIDER AS óNOR-

MALô DRIVING?  IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE THAT EACH MEMBER APPROACH THEIR RE-

SPECTIVE COMPANY TO HAVE THEM DEFINE WHAT IS COVERED IN THEIR PARTICULAR POL-

ICY.  

4. PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE.    AS IN EVERY DAY LIFE, WE ALL FACE THE POSSIBILITY 

OF AN ACCIDENT WHETHER WE BE 4 WHEEL DRIVING, FISHING OR PLAYING GOLF.   IT IS 

THEREFORE A GOOD IDEA TO HAVE PERSONAL ACCIDENT INS. TO COVER LOSS OF INCOME 

FOR ANY TIME LOST FROM WORK, ETC.  

TO WRAP UP THEN, THE CLUB INSURANCE IS IN PLACE TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR OUR 

PROPERTY OWNERS & IT IS THE DUTY OF EACH MEMBER TO HAVE ADEQUATE INSURANCE  

FOR THEIR OWN NEEDS, AS OUTLINED ABOVE.  

 

PRESIDENT. 

ALL VEHICLES ON CLUB TRIPS MUST HAVE  

CURRENT REGISTRATION AND BE ROADWORTHY 

8.  Contact letter from new managers of Tyre 
Power. They have vacancies for new staff. Let-
ter to be circulated at meeting. 

9.  Reminder of the National 4WD Gathering at 
Mitta Mitta, Victoria over the Easter Week end. 
21-24th March 2008. 

10.  Jim would like to thank editor Michelle for a fan-
tastic job. 

 

ACTIVITIES COORD INATOR: - 

Jim standing in for Kelvin. 

1.  Christmas Lights Tour was a great success. 
Aprox 9 vehicles. 

2.  BYO BBQ at McNicollôs was a great night. 
3.  Bulldozer Hill was cancelled. 

4.  Australia Day week end at Eungella Dam was 
an excellent week end. 15 vehicles turned up 
with more coming and going. Good driving.  
Hazelwood Gorge, Diggings and Denham 
Range was visited on a day drive on the Sun-
day. 
 

DRIVER AWAR ENESS OFFICER:- Rob 

Alan Lovett completed both Practical and Theory. 

Some new members havenôt finished practical 
awareness. 

MEETING CLOSED: -  at 8pm. 

Next Committee Meeting at Rob and Debbie 

Couperôs Residence. 
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CREB TREK  OCTOBER  2007 

Part One                                                                                                                  by Bruce Wolsey 
 

Well, what better excuse to head bush for a couple of days when your wife is going to a conference 

in Cairns.  Kill two birds with one stone ï drive her up, spend two days doing the Creb Track and 

then drive home.  Leaving on Saturday morning was a relatively stress free event, with most of the 

packing having been done the night before and only the fridge to load and pack in the morning.  The 

second spare wheel with new homemade bracket had also been put on the roof rack on Thursday 

night. 
 

Not having done a long trip of this nature in the GU 4.2TD without trailer, I was interested to see 

what the consumption and range would be.  Iôm also not sure of the vehicle speed or trip meter ac-

curacy, as a set of 285/75R16s has thrown the speedo out, even though it has a Markôs Adaptors 

speedo compensator.  Once we got to the open road Temp Program Support proper, the cruise control 

was set on 100km/h (which I think is a tad over ï must borrow a GPS to check).  The revs are sit-

ting at about 2300 at this speed, which is just in the turboôs ñsweet spotò and the big six really sings.  

I had more calls than usual on the mobile, as we had an ad to sell the old truck and another ad for a 

rental house.  With a hands free kit and a passenger to take notes, no stopping was required.  The 

occasional truckie on channel 40 kept us informed of road conditions and gave us a bit of a chuckle. 
 

Traffic was relatively light considering it was the last weekend of the school holidays, so we made 

good progress to our lunch date with old friends in Ingham.  They live just near the big sugar mill, 

as he works for CSR.  A good catch-up and meal and we were on our way to Cairns.  This stretch of 

the Bruce Highway has to be the most picturesque of its 1,800km length.  Again, with relatively 

light traffic, we made good progress and rolled into our motel just after 6pm. We hadnôt had to fill 

up and still had about a quarter of a tank, so it was looking pretty good.  Our motel was a short 

stroll from the Esplanade, so we wandered down for a meal and to catch up with an old rugby mate.  

Barnacle Billôs has exceptional service and great food.  The Wallabies being beaten by England in 

the World Cup quarter finals was a great disappointment putting a damper on the friskiness that de-

velops when one is in a holiday motel with oneôs beloved.  The news next morning that France had 

beaten the All Blacks restored the friskiness lost the previous evening. 
 

Up early for a Sunday, even though no packing had to be done, but looking forward to the day 

ahead which would lead up the Cook Highway to Daintree Village and along the Creb.  Helena was 

dropped off at her conference venue and I drove around to find a servo to fuel up.  I needed a BP, as 

we have a Reliance account and it wasnôt long before I found one.  Now the servo I usually frequent 

has a dedicated diesel bowser, so I grabbed the nearest nozzle and started pumping.  I checked the 

price on the LC display and it took me a little while to register that it seemed lower than the big sign 

out front.  Suddenly I realised I was pumping unleaded into my diesel tank.  HOLY $#@!  I yanked 

the nozzle out before releasing the trigger and a spray of petrol went over the driveway.  Talk about 

wrecking your day - I had pumped just under 5 litres into a 95 litre tank!  I went inside to ask the 

cashierôs advice.  She was friendly, but wasnôt able to provide any answers, other than to say I 

couldnôt drain the tank in the driveway and it would be a tow away job.  What now ï ahh letôs try 

phoning a friend ï Spratty was the obvious choice, but straight to message bank ï the lazy sod 

hadnôt got out of bed yet.  Next choice was RACQ.  Now Iôve had the new truck for a while, but 

hadnôt converted my membership across, so initially they werenôt going to assist, but when I said I 

just needed some advice, they came to the party.  Up to 10% ñotherò fuel mixed in with the normal 

vehicleôs fuel is OK.  The 5 litres Iôd pumped in was a smidgeon over 5%, so I was in the clear!  

Double checking that I had the diesel nozzle this time, I completed my refuelling and headed north.  

Getting out of Cairns is rather painful, with numerous traffic lights and roundabouts, but at last I 

was through and on the open road again. 
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The Cook Highway north of Mossman is one of the worldôs great ocean drives.  There are stunning 

views over the Coral Sea with long curved beaches and a backdrop of rainforest covered mountains.  

The weather was absolutely clear, which probably helped to colour the ocean the deepest azure blue 

I have seen.  I stopped at a lookout to take a few snaps when the phone rang.  It was Spratty ï fi-

nally got out of bed and got my message.  ñIt doesnôt sound good ï reckon you should drain the 

tank,ò he said.  I explained the RACQ advice, to which he said ñYeah, OK, but just keep pumping 

the sub tank in to help dilute the mix.  And check your temperature gauge.ò  I said, ñThe petrol will 

probably give the injectors a good cleanout,ò to which Spratty quipped, ñOr clog óem up.ò  You 

canôt win with Spratt-Dog heôs always  a couple of steps ahead of you on the repartee.  As the en-

gine was running normally and the temperature also normal, I continued with more confidence.  I 

didnôt want to conk out in the middle of the scrub and have to walk miles for help.   

Left was the way to Daintree Village, with the road 

getting a little narrower, but still bitumen?  I like that 

feeling of anticipation when youôre on a road youôve 

never travelled and looking forward to the gravel.  

Daintree Village is a quaint place with a couple of gen-

eral shops and a magnificent timber museum and shop, 

which is well worth a visit.  An observation window 

allows views of the workshop, where timber pieces are 

lovingly crafted for sale in the shop.  The walls of the 

museum are decorated with wood crafting hand tools, 

including saws, adzes and planes.   

 

Ron Moonôs book, Adventure Guide 

to Cape York came out now and my 

trip speedo set to zero.  Following 

Ronôs directions soon found me on a 

narrow track wending along a moun-

tainside.  Click went the lever into 4 

high.  It wasnôt long before I came to a 

sign advising that the Creb track was 

open. I had previously checked with 

the Wet Tropics Management Author-

ity and established that the track was 

open, and that no permits were re-

quired to traverse.  I dropped tyre pressures down to 26psi to aid traction and reduce tyre damage on 

the track and locked my hubs in.  Even though I have auto hubs, I can and do lock them in when 

going into more extreme situations.  A bloke in a Landrover Defender trundled past and asked me 

what pressures I was dropping to.  After I told him he said óYeah, I should have done that ï Iôve had 

the $#%! shaken out of me. 
 

The first bit of the track winds through grazing country.  A few kilometres down the track and my 

trip speedo was showing slightly different to Ron Moonôs guidebook.  I missed a crucial turnoff, 

but luckily a closed gate a bit further on had a sign saying ñNot the CREB Track.  Go back and turn 

left 100m down.ò  This was correct, with the turnoff leading down to the Daintree River.  The water 

was clear, the bottom consisting of cobbly rocks and clear water meant that I didnôt need to cross on 

foot first.  Selecting low first, I walked the Patrol across, stopping briefly on the other side to wash 

my windscreen.  Another gate, (gates are a pain when you are by yourself) and I was off again.  The 

track gets really interesting here, as this is the end of the maintained farm access road.  The track is 

a power line maintenance access, and is probably maintained by Ergon periodically to make it safe 

for their maintenance vehicles. 

                                                                                                          To Be Continued............. 
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          Feb-Mar  08               
MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:   If you are cancelling or are confused about an activity please 

make appropriate contact.    This is most important. 

PARTHENIUM WEED IS A MAJOR PROBLEM.  WASH DOWN AFTER EACH TRIP   
 

WE MUST HAVE TRIP LEADERS FOR EACH ACTIVITY  
                       
Sun 24 Feb   Gumby Gumby day trip/recee     T.B.Confirmed        Grade: 3            Trip Leader: Required 
 
Meet at T&I Pumps @ 7.45 for 8.00 departure.   We proceed to Nebo and head west for an easy drive to two 
stations, one grazing the other mining. Extreme points of interest with good scenery and views available after 
a small walk up a range. Approx 55,000 acres in all.  Bring drinking water, first aid and basic recovery gear. 
WATER MAY BE FOUND BY DIGGING IN SANDY RIVER.??                 
      
Sat ð Sun 1-2nd Mar  Dennison Crk Camp     T.B.Confirmed           Grade: 4         Trip Leader: Required 
 
Meet at T&I Pumps @ 7.45am for 8.00am departure.  Many CHALLENGING tracks for good 4WDing.  Easy 
drive to site through spectacularly scenic cattle country but tracks can be quite demanding.  Rain can affect 
the venue so keep in touch. Previous Grade 3 trip experience required.  Requirements:  FULL recovery 
gear, full tank of fuel, drinking water, first aid kit, picnic lunch and camping gear. 
 

Wednesday 5th March    Committee meeting 

 
Sun 9th Mar      Cape Palmerston Day Trip    T.B.Confirmed       Grade: 2-3        Trip Leader: Required 
 
Meet at T&I Pumps @ 7.45am for 8.00am departure.  An excellent trip to this National Park.  Beach driving 
and inland track-weather permitting.  Requirements:  Basic recovery gear, full tank of fuel, drinking water, first 
aid kit, fishing and crab gear.  Donôt forget insect repellent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The track in ð too 

boggy to drive  



           Page 15 

 

 
Monday  10 Mar 08 General Meeting  7.30pm at Nth Mky Bowls Club  
 

SAT 15 MARCH 2008    MACKAY REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTION   -   DONõT FORGET TO VOTE 

 
Sat-Sun  15-16th Mar     M.A.D. Club & M.L.Club   COMBINED TRIP             Sandy Shores Camp 
Grade: 2-3.5              Trip Leaders:  Natalie & Kelvin Nayler  (M.A.D. Club Members) 
 
Meet at T&I Pumps @ 7.45am for 8.00am departure.  Good fishing, swimming or canoeing by a running 
stream.  Needs to get no worse than grade 1.5 for those who wish to relax, or up to 3 for the more adventur-
ous.  Requirements:  Basic recovery gear, full tank of fuel, drinking water, first aid kit and camping gear. 
TRAILERS OK.  THIS PROPERTY WILL BE SUBMERGED IN FIVE YEARS-NEW DAM SITE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon  21-24th Mar  Easter weekend Washpools Camp    
Grade: 1-3     Trip Leader:      CommitteeT.B.Confirmed 
Meet at T&I Pumps @ 7.45am for 8.00am departure.  Most popular club activity.  Excellent site for all interests.  
Kids love it.  A Leader must accompany any separate groups arriving/departing.  Strict guidelines apply for 
property entry and exit.  Always follow existing tracks.  DO NOT MAKE NEW ONES.  Property owners are very 
much aware of the spread of noxious plants.  Requirements:  FULL recovery gear, full tank of fuel, drinking 
water, first aid kit.  Camping gear for weekend.  TRAILERS OK.  It has been stated for many years that saltwa-
ter crocodiles may inhabit these waters. 

 
 

Names in trip book for all activities please 

Contact [Kelvin on 0437232113 / kelvinnayler@optusnet.com.au] or 
 [Tracey: 49591267 /  iantrabro@mcs.net.au ] 
Thursday evening before the trip if possible. 

Further information on some of these trips can be found on our Web site     www.mackay4wdclub.com  

BOOK EARLY AS MORE AND MORE TRIPS HAVE LIMITS ON THEM. 
Please advice if cancelling.  

mailto:kelvinnayler@optusnet.com.au
mailto:iantrabro@mcs.net.au
http://www.mackay4wdclub.com/
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From:   
The Editor 
Mackay & District 4WD Club Inc 
PO Box 3469 
Mackay North  Qld  4740 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail:   enquiries@mackay4wdclub.com  

 

Send to   

Make the Club Meeting night a social night out!!!  
Join some of our members and enjoy a pre -meeting meal  

 

From 6. 00  pm     Meals from $9. 95  
@ Nort h Mackay Bowls Club  

 
Before the Meeting  

This is a good way for all members, including  
new members to socialize & get to know each other . 

 
Postage 

Paid Aus-
tralia 


